The Parker Elementary Schoal is atiractively placed en a high site with a large level p!uyground at the rear. —

Joseph W. Radotinsky, Archilect,

Kansas Cily, Konsos.

Functional and Artistic Schoolhousing
in Kansas City, Kansas

F. L. Schlagle' and L. H. Brotherson®

On February 26, 1342, Parker Elementary
School of Kansas City, Kans, was chosen
for an award, by the Amencan Institute of
Architects, as belng the best public building
erected in 1940 in the area incdduding western
AMizsourd and ezstern Kansas

Significance of the Award

In the Kansas City Kansan for Monday,
March 7, that aewspaper commented as ial-
lows abeot the award:. '

“The little red schoothoose has come a
long wzy. Bt is eme of America’s moest valuable
troditions and institetionz. As 2 tradition the
public schont has welded its pupils into strong

communities. As an instioation it has made

dempcracy practical.

“Though we may have wavered at times
ar forgotten the precepts tanghe us in grade
school days, we cootibue to owe much that
we are as individuals znd as a nstion te the
Hirle red schoolbouse. It is therefore not
‘impreper that scmething be done to make
that inctitotion more beautifuf and mose
useful in its physical form. '

“Just because most of us survived the
rupged simplicity i not atrocious appear-
ance of the lietle red schoolbouse does naot
mean that we should not provide better

’-:lpﬂmtr_.d-::lt of Cirr Schands.
Musfne= Macazr.

facilities for our children. We aze providing
better schocls for each generation and preof
of this iz all around s

“Special proof comes now in the award
announced by the Kansas City chapter of

The

home economics loboratory is arranged on the unit basis
is a fine example of desirable home equipment,

the Amedcan Inctitute of Architerts tha
has cited the Patker Grade School, Thi
third and Haskell, a3 “the best public bails
erected in thiz area.’ This award pays tril
not ondy to the architect, Joseph W. Rade

and
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Floor Plans, Parker Efementory School, Konsas Ciiy, Konsos, —
Joseph W. Radotinsky, Archifect, Kansas City, Kansas.

sky, who designed the strurture, and to the
buglder, Lyste W, Weeke, of the Weeks {on-
strauction Compsny, but alse commends the
board of education and its management for
the vision to build both artractive and useful
schoot buildings.”

The Parker Elementary School and che
one millian dollar Sumner High Scheel {or
Negroes cubminated the Renezs City, Kanps.,
fouer millien dollor schoot huilding program
started in 1933,

Both buildings shew that modeen schoopi-
housing allows beauty of architectural form
and  arrangement, complete  compaeibility
with practical educationaf and mechanical
planning. Haoth building: also reflect the na-
fienat improvement ef scheol Buildings, and
a wide wnderstanding of the functional vet
artistic hoasing that has come through vears
ai forzl planning and building experience.

The Parker Efementary School
The matif of Parker is simplicity. It ema-
nates madernity, grace, and dipnity. Tes mod-
em desizn is cspressed defnitely by mass

Mock slzbs of cuk stone were used. Inte thiz
fiehd were inserted highly emamental and
protruding sculptural pieces of stone.

The school hoozes every educational need
for 430 clemenecary students. lesides 16 class-
roams, it has an office, clinic, gymnasiom-
autditorium with stage and adjeining kitchen,
Efndergarien, librare, work project room,
teachers’ rest room, and bovs' and gifls”
toilets.

The gvmnasiom-auditoriom con be wsed
independently without iatesfering wich the
scademic portion of the schook The reom ve-
flects the face that any activity dor which
the room might be wsed is adequarely tzken
tare of by the cheice af interior finish mate-
rinls. The wainscoring, for example, is & deep
chocofnte, smonth-face iron-spot brick. Above
the wainscoting Fne a checkerboard patecm
of large 8 by 8-in. buoff fire-clay brick {s used.
The ceiling is finished with an acouseieal oo-
feciing block, with lighting Axtores receszed
flush into the ceiling,

The stage is {ocated directly off the class-
ream cormidor to affard easy accessibility o
classroome, This allows teachers and students
the wze of the ctage for productions and ac-
tivities withoot endue trafic A red welour
curtain i= provided for the stage. as well as
ionotliphts to facilitate cerrect Hghting far all
dramatic activities. Space under the stace
provides storage for 330 chairs.

At the other end of the gymnostum-nudito-
riom is a kitchen connected by an adequate
cliding serving window. s facilities make it
a lopical community center for parent-schoof
activities,

The -ft. corridors have Aoors of black
azphal: tile, aceusticably plastered ceilings,
and glized tile wainscoting topped by Heghee
green elongated mlozed tiles.

Each classroom is equipped with standard
slate blackboards, 2 unit wardrobe, on indi-
vidhial teacher wardrobe, a bookease, and 40
combination chaiv and desk units.

and fenestration ind by extensive use of dark Modern equipment for cold and hot working of metals, glazed tile walls,
shades of fGre-clay brick. For siriking con- unit heaters and exhoust venliletors, are 1o be found in the
trast, particudardy the tower eatrance, large metalworking shop of the Semner High Schoal,






