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CHAPTER VIIT
THE LAST YEARS, 1876.1973

When Isaiah Walker came to Indfan Territory with his £uml1y in

. 1074, he christened his bonutud on the Wyandot Reserve the Last

Chance hm. Perhaps this naze vould have been appropriate for the
Wyandot Reserve. The Indfans knew that the years ahead would be
difficult, but by 1876 the foundation for a viable tribal 11fe had

bs@ established, and soon there were viqmo signs of progruj.l
'yandot‘lndun School

' The Wyandot Indfan School, uubluhod by the Soctety of Friends,
becams more taportant to the Hyandots 8s enrollment grew, and as the
eurriculum iuproved. By 1893, the course ofhrings included otth-
oguphy, reading, vriting, arithu:lc, natural philonophy, religion,
htl:ory. Bible, general knovledge, geography, algebra, grammar,
phyciology, md botany. Engush vas enphuized at the school, since
-lny of the Indiann spoke Vyandot at home because their parents did
not understand Bngluh.z o .

Wyandots were not the only Indians enrolled at the school.,

Interview with Cecilia Wallace, January 28, 1973, wyandotte,‘
Oklahoma, : :

zcibson, "Wyandotte Hissiom The Early Years, 1871-.1900,n The
Chronicles of Oklahoma, vol, XXXVI, p. 141,
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Senecas and Shawnees also at:mdd, and the ins:;:ution vas known as
the Seneca, Shcvn;c. and Vyando:tc 8chool, ’Initully. the teachers
- were Quaker miuiomriu from the eastern United Su:u. and rcuglén
playad a significant rolc in the' education of the students during the
formative years. The butc objectives of the school were to educate
the head, heart, and hand of the students, These objectives were
achieved through 1nstruccton in formal subjects, and also through a
.coupnhemlvc ptogum in vocational training, and extra-curricular
ncuvttf.u.3 ‘ | |
| An industrial teacher instructed the boys in hameil and shoe-
mking, woodworking, carpentry, and metal work. The school farmer
taught them farn management, hortigul:urq, and husbandry, They were
'uu;nd chores on the school farm, which were designed to give them
practical experience in the care of dairy cows, horses, mules, pigs,
and poultry. Both b.oysAnnd girls minntned the school garden and
they aided the school farmer durtng the hatvu:. A ﬁtron-cumtnu
tmtructod thc girls in hygtene and cleanliness, sewing, home nursing,
and household mmgament. They were requited to make beds, sweep.
and assist the school cook and hundreas.‘

The Scneu, Shawnee, and Vyandotce School vas a boarding inst{tuy.
. tion, and the school term lnted from September to late June throughout
tile first decade of operation. A number of orphans were enrolled at
the school over the years, so by 1880 there were enough of these pupils

to necessitate remaining open during the summer, Thus, the school

Ib1d.

l.‘Ibid., p. 142,
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also l‘rvod &8 an orphange 16: the Indfens,3
Forzal instruction began at 9;06 a.m, and lasted unttl 4400 p.n.,
with an hour lunch brcak. When formal teaching was over, the students
reported to their vocational :eachero for tnc:ruction in the practical
uu. Extra-curricular act{vities included religious organtizations
aad a litorary ¢lub, the Halloquah Society, Beginning in Decenber,
7 un. :hc Hallequah Soctcty published a school ncwspapcr. The Hallequah,
: A tcnpcrlncc society was organized by niuionariu at the lchool in
. 1873, and many ldulc Indians, as w.ll as children, attended the meeta
togs.® | o
COanncamcn: exercises hcl§ at the end of each school year and the
annual chtia:mnl:progrnn were the highltghtn of the school ccttvit(cl.
Bach year members of the Socie:y of rriendl, who 1ived in the zasc,
sent presents to bri;h:cn the Chrtotuns celebration at the school,
Ia 1880, their uftl 1nc1udod cmdy, nuts, and over 400 p::ucnu.7
luplrvilton of the school vas transferred {n 1880 from the
'lttcnds to tho federal governmen:, and today it is still under the
'uuctton of the Bureau of Indhn Affairs, Quapaw Indians were en-
brollcd at the lchool in 1900, and since that date, the facility has
_ been known as the Seneca Indian School. The Wyandot Council named a
_ ‘eo-ni.t:u to visit the school at intervals, and although generally 1t |
. was not active, it occasionally recomended that inprovemencs be

undertaken to improve the educational facilities at the school. The

sibid., p. 146,
6““-. PPe 1422148, oo =

1bid., p. 145.
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| lygndou have conctnuod to maintain &n interest {n the Seneca Indian
:'?;'-: khool at Wyandotte, Oklahou. Leonard N, Cotter, the prasent chief
‘,“ the Wyandottes, serves as president of the school board of the

Scum Indun School, Soon a 84 [ million facility will replace many
8

,‘ Gf thc 016 buildinzl which have served the Indians for $0 many years,

'lfyln‘do: Honctnry Chmn and Allotments

.‘lhc Vyandotn recefved some of the funds owed to the :ribc by thc
: pnrmen:, bu: never in the nmo\mts chimed by thcir nttorncy:. In
. ml, Congnu approprhted 328 109.51 in clatms t‘or depreda:ions by .
) 3 v!utu in Kansas, but this sum was not puid for many years, and then

ta small amounts, Congnu made $15,686,80 available in 1894 to be

= »uod to purchau land from the Choctaw and Chickasaw Indhm for

IV “Bomes for abun:u Vyandou (those Wyandots who had not settled on the
Mt lcurvc). These Indians informed the 3overnment that they did
- Bot have roon for the Wyandots, so on June 7, 1897, Congren diroc:od
tht the money sppropriated for :ha: purpose be used by the s«:retary
_of the In:erior to locate theses Wyandots on any available lands elu-:

where,? o - f

Congress suthorized the allotment of the Wyandot Reserve in

‘lhrgaret: L. Schiffbauer. "History of Seneca Indian School," 1954,
unpub 11 shed manuscript in the Mrs, Charlotte Nesvold Collection, Wyan-
dotte, Oklahoma; Muriel H, Hrigh:, "History of Seneca Indian School,*
The Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol, XXXIII, No. 2 (Summer, 1955), Pe 2106'

: Cibson, "Wyandott e Mission: The Early Years, 1871-1900,n The Chronicles
- 9f Oklahoma, Vol, XXXVI, pp. 150- 151; Interview with Leonard N, Cotter,
_Jlnuary 23, 1973, Vyandotte, Oklahotza.

Foteman, The Last Trek of the Indians, PP« 198-199; United
States COngress, United States Statu:es, 53rd Congress, 2nd Session,
1896, pP. 301, 908.909, .
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uvculty.’v but the Indians obpos_od 'this aétton un’:ﬂ. 1888, because
they would receive less than ctgh:y acres spiece, Many wyandotl be«
1ieved that farms of this size were not u:.. cnough to provide an
adequate lnndard o! uvin;. In 1888, one hundred and fifty Wyandots
received thctr allotments because there wvas no satisfactory alterna.
tive, - Within a f.cw iun, the entire 'Hytlndo: Reserve was alloted in
uvchl:y.m ‘ | o '
‘rhl _wymdotl received thciz last funds frou. the federal govern-
mant inlvl937}. whgn the wfnndoc Council authorized the sale of the
quarter section of land :hcl tribe had donated to the Seneca School {n
1872, The tribe was avarded $10,000 for the land, and this sum was
divided per capita. rixcru are four claims pending agsinst the governe
ment, "rhlu claims are for land in Mchiun and Ohio surrendered to
thc government undcr the :ru:tu ut Augun: 3. 1793. July 4, 1805,

" and Slptmbor 29, 1817,

‘Outstanding Individuals

Many of the Wyandot leaders died vi_;htn'a few yuri after reach- |
ing Indhp Territory, but some c;f the influential men of the tribe
iumed the role of guiding their comrades, and new generations of
Wyandots took up 't.hc reigns of ttibal ludefship. Perhaps the most
famous member of the Wyandot ttibe, who lived to see the tribe firmly

established in Indian Territory, was }hthias Splitlog.” Mathias, a

wl?otemn, The Last Trek of, the Indians, p. 199,
11

Interview with Cotter, Januvary 23, 1973; Rodney J. Edwards to
Cotter, December 4, 1972 Records of the Vyandotte Tribal Council,
‘Wyandotte, Oklahoma, :
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ayw.x'p, vas mrrtd. to Elfsa ﬁametc Splitlog, a Wyandot, and was a
Vyandoﬁ by adoption, Aitudy vell _known in Kensas for 'Su mechantcal
ability, he arrived in Indthﬁ Territory {n 1874, He selected a farm
on the Wyandot Reserve near the cu.nd and Cowskin rivers, Splitlog
built a uwnd.ll‘nnd a gristmill, and he established a ferry and a
gmérﬁl gtorc.' These enterprises were located in a town he christened
Cayugs Springs, after his original t:lbc.u | |

' CayugA Springs also bea‘u' the site of a blacksmith shop estab-
lt.th‘od by 8911:16;3, and soon he supervised the vcoAn:truction of a
th;cc-ltbry buggy factory, In add{tion #o buégtes and two-seated
| hacks, the Spliltlog factory produced coffins. wheneve.r a death
. oéchr;cd‘ in the community, all other work was suspended at the factory
' ‘and th‘ workers l-)uilc‘a wvalout coffin for the deceased. A generous
san, Spli:loj often donated a coffin to thOIQI nuuéi who could noé
aﬂo:_d one, and u;xpplied burisl clo:hing.u

7511’: gained additional recognition as a railroad builder, His

long cxpericﬁc@ &8s a steanboat operator on hkc"mchigan and the
Missouri River was a prelude to his grandest adventure in the promotion
of new nechodg of tinnsportation. His railroad, the three millipn
dollar Splitlog Line, ran from Joplin to Neosho, }ﬁss&ur;, and extended

south along the route of the present Kansas City Southern Railroad to

Splitlog. Missouri. The railway was begun in 1887 and reached Splitlog

v 12\!01113 Nieberding, "Chief Splitlog and the Cayuga Mission Church,"
The Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. XXXII, No. 1 (Spring, 1954), pp. 18-21,

13

Ibid., p. 21.
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Cicy in 1889,14

In 1890, Splitlog eold a tract of land along the Kaw River anlcy
in Kansas to 'nitcén capitalists, He sgreed to meet the prospective

yuzchau;"s at 10100 a.m. on the appointed day in Hiram Northrup's

Bluk'tn Kansss City, Missouri, in order to complets the transaction.
| Splitlog arrived early st his friend's bank (Northrup was also s '
mezber of the Wyandot tribe), and when the buyers did not sppear at
the a;ppointed hour, he left the bank. The casterners met Splitlog
61; the u:e?: and,lnkcd him to return to the bank, but he refused,
An sppointment was sch'eduled for the next day, and this time everyone
vi_s pruAcn: on time, When the prospective purchasers offered him the
agreed price of $140,000 fof the hnd.- Splitlog announced that the
twenty-four hour dchy had raised thc- prics to 3166,000. Fearing

that Splitlog would meke additional demands if there were further
1

delays, the buyers agreed to his terms.

The Splitlogs were Roman Catholics, and in 1893 Math{as began
the conttiuction of a $35,000 Roman Catholiec Church near Cayuga

Springs, The church, built as a memorial to his wife who hed died of

cancer in 1894, was dedicated to Eaint Matthias the Apostle on

‘Movember 25, 1896, The Splitlog church was sold-to the Hethodists by

Bishop Francis C., Kelley in 1930 because there wére no longer enough

Catholics in the area to justify its operation, The bell in the

Splitlog church wvas transferred to Saint Catherine's Church in Nowata,

1‘7&‘4 o 22
avalieg Pe &40

lsl(ansas City Kansan, February 6, 1947, no page number, Miscel-

laneous Newspaper Clippings, Missouri Valley Collection, Kansas City,
Missouri, Public Library. : o




. Oklghoms, yhtjr_c it remains at present., 1In 1953, Dick Sellers of
Drumrighe, Okhhéu, bought the o1d Spliﬁlog church from the Metho.
dtdtl. He restored {¢t, gnd today 1t stands as a monument to du
philanthrophy of HMathias s;:li.th:'g.16 7

8plitlog joined the Seneca tribe during the last decade of his

‘11fe, and {n 1890 he was clec:cd chief, He became a luding spokesman
for this ,trlbc in thcir tunuc:iom with the govemmnt. He died {n
.Vallungcon on January 2, 1897, while conducting official business for
the Senecas, His body was brought tg Indian Tarritoty, and a requiem
mess was celebrated for Splitlog on Jnnuary 14, 1897, ;n the Spl'"itlog
. church, He tl burfed next to his wife in the old graveyard adjacent
- to the 'church.ru _
A Another Wyandot of no:§ wag Bcr:rand N. O. Walker, He was born
in Kansas on September 3, 1870, tho son of Isaiah and Mary Halker,
but he accompanted his parmfa to Indien ‘rcrrltory in 1874, They

uttlod on the Hymdot Reserve on the Last Chance Farm about two m{les

southwelt of Seneca, Hiuouri. Young Walker attended the Seneéa, ’
Sbavnce, and Hyandottc School, and then public school fn Seneca,
mss;:uri. He studied under the dlrection of 4 private tutor before
cn:ering the Indtan Service as a teacher in 1890, He was enployed by
the Office of Indian Affairs as » teacher, and later as a clerk from

1890 to 1917 at various. locations in Indian Territory, Oklahoma,

-

mﬂiebetding, "Chief Splitlog and the Cayuga Mission Church," The
Chronicles of Oklahoma, Voi. XXXII, pp. 18, 25.28, -

17

Ibid., pp, 23, 27.28,
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‘¥ansas, Californis, and Arisona.18

He left the Indian Service {n 1917 and devoted himself for six
years to writing antclcl; poems, undAbookn about .Indim culture, His
most {important work was Tales of the _lg_r_k‘_l,_c;g&.‘pubu-hcd in l9i?.
His vork; appeared under the pen name Hen-Toh, and they exhibited a
rrofound knowlgdgb of Indgan gultﬁ;e an& legends. In 1924 he was
lppdn’tcd chief .ﬁletk at the Quapaw Agency in Miami, Oklahoma, and
served in this capaci:y uﬁtil his death on June 27, 1927.19

An attorney for the wyandou, David A. Ha:vey, vas a leader in
the boomer movement {n Oklahoma, An alloctato of David L. Payne,
Harvey participated in several boomer expeditions into Oklahoma, He
made the run on April 22, 1889, lt;d settled in Okllhm-!- ctty,AOkhhour
Territory., Harvey was ncmim;cd Afo'r delegate to Congrass by the Terrie
torial lcpubucnn Committee at Guthrie, Okhhbm Territory, on October
18, 1850, an&lon Kow)mber 4, 1890. he was elected to serve both the -
long and short terms in this office as provided in the Organic Act of
May 2, 1890. He resched Washingcon in December, 1890. as the first
dclegatc !roa Oklahoma Tetritory, and served in this capacity until
March 3, 1593. Harvey left Washington and moved to Wyandotte, Indian
Tefzitory, gnd the Wyandots éresenced him with a farm on the Wyandot

Reserve tract in appreciation for his services to the tribe. Harvey

lscurim Ce Conlan lnd B. No 00 Walker, "Sketc.h Of B. ‘N o.
Walker," The Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. VI, No, 1 (March, 1928),
Pp. 89-933 Hen-Toh, "Mon-Dah Min and the Redman's Old Uses of Corn

1957), p. 1%.

19 1b1a.

it
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died on May 24, 1916, and was buried in Seneca, Missouri,20

Population

i 'fhc:'c‘ woéo 267 Wyandots {n 1875, but as the years passed the

' uuwbcr of Indtans on the tribal roll.incr;uud. Tﬁcir numbder had
'grown :o 325 by 1904, and {n 1920 thcrc werae 481 membeu of the tribe
uving in Okhhom. By 19&0 there were 799 Wyandots, of whon 688 had
less than one-qurter Indim blood. At pruenc there are 1,050
Vynndou on the tribal roll. but mny wvho could claim tribal menmber.
_ship havc not donc so. They live throughout the United States and

,‘ Clhadl.' 'l‘hc urgut numbers 1ive in Oklahoma, Kansas, Ohio, mchignn,
>and C.anlda.A The Wyandot paren: trtbe, the Hurons, have, like the |

Wyandots, become nlimﬂaud g.n:o whi:c civiltution.u

‘l‘lu uodcm ilyando:l L

‘ fhctr_ number has increased, but their unu of identity as Ihdians

has decréued over the jut‘s.. The Green Corn Feast, the most important

2°K1tty M. Harvey, '"Memoirs of Oklahoma," The Chronicles of

Oklahomsa, Vo!. XXXV, No. 1 (Spring, 1957), pp. T45.46,

Zl&u:h to Chandler, November 1, 1875, United States Depattment of
‘the Interior, Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1875, p.
1013 Joseph J. Fensten, "Indian Removal,’ The Chronicles of Oklahoma,
Vol. XI, No. & (December, 1933), p. 10813 George Vaux, "Report on
the Seneca, or Quapaw Indian Agency, Oklahoma,' United States Depart-
ment of the Interior, Report of of the Board of Indian Commissioners to
the Secretarz of the Interior (2 wls., Washington- Goverrment .
Prtnting Office, 1920), vol. 11, p. 130; Muriel H. Wright, A Guide to
the Indian Ttibes of Oklahoma (Norman, Oklahomat Universx:y of Okla-
noﬁn rress, L7JLI, P 264; Interview with Cotter, January 23, 1973;
Wilbur R, Jacobs, Dispossessing the American Indian: Indians and
Whites on the Colonial Frontier (hew York: Charles Scribner's So Sons,

1972), pp. 156-158.
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Nyandéc‘bolxday. vas celebrated on August 15 of each year thfoughoue
ihcvlang two decades of tha ninctncn:ﬁ century. In 1882 the festivi-
 :£cl included a picnic, lpcechﬁnktng, and the naming of newborn - ;é
:ﬁiidr;n. A‘brgsn band, couboscd of Indi{ans, provided music, nnd all » J’;i
:hqlo present joined in singing., Beef gnd corn were cooked in a
";r.nt {ron kettl;," and eve;yonc was served thi; fare. The last wy.n.
dot Grccn Corn Feast was held tn 1909 i{n a field south of Wyandotte,

_Oklnhogl. The feature attractfon of the final celebration was a

- . balloon ascenlion in which a ho:-air'bnlloon’cdrrying s man {n a

;ondola was released £rom fts moor{ngs, When the contraption reached
an acccptnblc hcight, the passenger parachuted to the ground and :hc
balloon drifted down.2? : -

!hc organlz&:ion of the Vygndo: :ribc remntncd vir:ually une |

chln;cd during thc lllt :hrac decades of thc ntnc:ocnth ccntury nnd the

ft:c: three decadel of thc twnnttc:h ccntury. Thc :ribc w&S reorgane
13ed on July 17, 1937, as the Hyandotte Tribe of Oklahcmn, and this ts
the title it retains at present. The officers of thc tribe are a
chief, 2 second chief, a sectg;;ty.:reasuret, and two councilmen., Thae
chief, Leonard N. Cotter, is a membé? of the Intertribal Orgaqization
of nine tribes in Northeagsern Oklahoma, the ClaremoreAOkiahoma fndian
Hospital Bo;rd. the State of Oklahoma Puﬁlic Health Service Board, and

" gerves on the quernor!s'ﬁanpower Economic Commission.23

-George E. Fay, ed., "Charters, Constitutions and By-Laws of the
Indian Tribes of North America," Occasional Publications in Anthro-
pology, Ethnology Series, Colorado State College, No. 7 (May, 1968),
Part &4, ppe. 126-129; Interview with Cotter, January 23, 1973,
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- 'liil:criul bbnum_ont‘i

lin:ortcal nonumntl dodica:cd to :ho memory of the Wyandots gre
conspicuous wherever they uved. The Wynndo: Methodist Episcopal
Mission at Upper Sandulky, Ohio, was restored {n 1889, and in 1960
vth. l!c:hodut General Conferencc duignated it as the first American
&tbodut Mission, ‘rhc Indian Mill State Memorial in Wyandot Coui:ty,
Ohto, serves as a memor{sl to the .griumiu and u;mill built for the
Wyandots {1n 1820 Sy the fedenl 3ov¢inmenc. The pruen: building,
eouktiuc:ed in 1861, 'u the first educational museum of. nﬂ.ung in an
original mtll lt.ruc:urc in the United Sncu.zl‘

William Valkcr'l grave in Qak crdve Cemetery, Kansh City, Kansas,
was not marked until Scpumbor 29, 1913. A mrlgci fumilhed by tho
hnua Chap:er of the Daughters of the roundcrl and Patrtots of
America and the Soch:y of Amcricm Indians was placed at the utc
ad.d a cerexony at:mdcd by dignttnrtu from throughou: th. area,

A -rker comenornttng the u:tlemen: of the Wyandots 1n Indun
Territory now stands in the Twin Bridges State Park in Ottawa County,
Oklahoza, 23 | - o |
fcghaps the fnbs: famous .Wyandoc historic site is the Huron
Cemetery in Xansas City, Kansas. Granted to :h? Wyandot tribe in

‘perpetuity by the terms of the Treaty of 1855, the Huron Cemetery has

2"'Vyando: Mission Methodist Shrine," Brochure of the Hethodist
General Conference, no place, no date; "Indian M1l State Memorial,
Brochure of the Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, Ohio, no date,

knsas City Star, September 12, 1915, no page number, Miscellane-
ous Kewspaper Clippings, Missourt Valley Collection, Kansas City,
Missouri, Public Library; Nieberding, "The Wyandot Tribe Today," The
Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. XXXIV, p. 491, -

-
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been an object of much controversy, Located in downtown Kansas City,

| Kansas, the land became more valuable, and thers were thdividunh who

tried to secure this site for commercial divclopmmt. On January 21,

s 1906, a b1l w':| pasl‘d'by Congress which sanctioned the sale of the » ,

Huron Cemet ery, 28

o ‘!htccutltcrl, . Lydin. Hbd;vct‘u,r and Id; COnlcy. onc-slx:untix

- Wyandot, but strong in their attachment to the heritage of tlﬁi:

g . Indian nbcu:orn, would not allow the Huron Cemstery to be sold. They

' urchad to the cﬁgccry and padlocked the gate, and Lydia climbed &

- tree and di:phy._d & sign which t_,dd "You trespass at }our own prcril.'."
The three young women erected a six by eight foot shanty on the ceme-
tery grounds which they christened "Fort Conley,' and they began to -

take turns meintaining armed guard over the graves of their ancestors,

A law student, Lydia carried the battle to court, Once, while the

‘sisters vere océupiod in court, a United States marshall and his
deputies dismantled Fort COtiley, but uﬁon their return, the three
. - sisters rebuilt the structure. Lydia carried her case to the United

States Supreme Court where the justices ruled that although the Treaty

of 1855 had stated that the Wyandots were to retain possesvlioﬁ of the I
' : . 27 .

Huron Cemctvery forever, this portion of the treaty was invalid.” ‘

~ The battle was loﬁt, but the war was not over because Senator

later Vtce-Presideng) Charles Curtis, himself part Kaw Ihdian, came

to the rescue. He succeeded in obtaining repeal of the act of 1906,

- 26
ort

¥

. oo a PP N |
ere News Press, September 1

27 .
The Wichita Eagle, September 22, 1972, p. l&4-A.
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which bcrﬂtted the sale of the Huron Cemetery. Still not ntulied.
| the Conley sisters min:nincd a lonoly vigil over thc Cemgtery for
most of th. remaining years of their lives, Lydu dted {n 1946, Ida
tvo years later, and Helena 1ived on until 1958, There have been
occasional burials in the Huron Cemetery since their deaths, the last
in 1.965.28 |

After Lydia's auth in 1946, attenpts were made by the Wyandot
tride to uu the émetcry. A puumimry land sale tnnuc:ion vas
concluded by Chief Lawrence Zane, reprucnunz the Wyandots, and the
National Bellas Hus Conpmy of Kansas City, Missouri, {n the middle
1950ts. The preliminary agreement, which called for a purchase price
of 0156,000. Was sent to the regional office of the Bureau o-f Indian
Affairs {n Huokogu, Oklahome, where despite tepu:ed appeals by Chief
. Zlnl‘,'b no. action was taken for :hru yun. Finally, Edward Edmonson,
who later became a United States Reyruennun f.rou Oklahom, inter-
‘ceded on behalf of the Hynndots, and alchough tho agreenment wu
‘approved, by that ,timc Na:icml Bellas Hess had purchased a site {n
North nnus.cuy, mumn.'i..z9 '

The cemetery ‘wu appraised in ;959 at 3295,600,‘ but when bids
vere taken on the land, the highest bid was $126, 000, This figure
was barely enough to pay for the reinternments, so ;he Wyandots refused
to sell the cemetery for les# than $3,000,000. 1In the 1960ts, the:

Wyandots offered to sell the land to the United States Urban Renewal

28 The Joplin Gicbe, December 9, 1972. p. 8-B,

29

Interview with Wallace, January 28, 1973.

e
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Agency in Kanses City, Kansas, but could not get the demanded

$3,000,000, In addition, the United States Public Health Service de-

clared that since many of the Wyandots who were burted in the cemetexry
had died during s small pox eptdmic and were buried in mass juvu,
any attempt to exhume their remsins would conuitutc & potential

threat to the health ot tha citium of bnsu City, Knnut.ao

"~ In 1971 the Huzon Ccmetery vas deslgmted by the federal govéin- :

sent a8 8 national historical :ite, which means :ha: the siro can never

be sold, Thus, the long battle waged by the COnlcy sisters, which

iasted for half a cmtury, finally ended in criunph. The Huron Ceme-
tery h one of the focal points for the downtown urban renewal
development in Kansas City, Kansas, and it will uceiyc the care and

zecognition {t deurvu.n —

'cbn‘clmlons

The years dncc tﬁd Wyandots removed to Indian ferritory have
seen the tribe adjust to a n?w vay of 1ife. At first most of the
Wyandots turned to agriculture as a means of x;zaking a living, and at
present many Wyandots are engaged in agri;:ultural_ pursuits, A few i
members of the t'ribe' engaged i{n non-agricultural occupations, but -
thcu-'vocar.ions required that they_ adopt the white man's methods and
ultimt?ly his civilization. With the establishment of a school and

its acceptance by & majority of the Wyandots, the students soon began

30‘rhe Wichita Ea gle, September 22, 1972, p. 14-A; Interview with

Cotter, January 23, 1973, ;

rhe wichica Eagle, September 22, 1972, p. 14-A.

g
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to acquire enough educn:ton to be eble to meet the challengu pre- P
uneed by white society. |

- Bducational facilities, provided by ehn federal government, ensbled
the wyendotl to par:tcipen on almost equal terms with their white |
nei.hborl. Claims egeim: the federal government were not very impore '

tant to the welfare of the tribe once the Wyandot3 had removed to

Indian Territory. Divided per capita, the claims did not provide much
‘money for the Wyandots, and many were never paid any funds, Perhepe
this was a blelalné. because they learned self-reliance., The modern

Wyandot does not seriously believe that any claims received from the

federal government will be luffietee: to make any significant alters=
tion in his way of life. v
White bloed, which predominated in the tribs, ﬁde their ‘accepte
ance of white socicty much easier than in :ri‘bvu which had retained
more of their Indian blood. With ueh generation, the Wyandots were »
to become more like their white brethren, until today, they have becono i
-an ln:regal part of whtte soc{ety. Proud of their heringe, they

retain their identity not 8o much to claim benefiu from the govern-

ment, bu: to presetve an important pert of American history and

culture.

When the Vyando.ts first observed.the white members of JaequeSJ
Cartier's crew in /1534 " little did they realize t!';at their future would
be so 1nterre1ated with the white man, Further contacts with the
French in the seventeenth century upset the delicate balance of tribal
life between the Wyandots, along with their allies of the Huron
Confederacy and the powerful Iroquois to the south, Enraged by favors

shown to the Wyandots by the.l-'rench, the Iroquois began a century-long
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policy of genocids vhh_:h almost succeeded. Crushed by the Iroquois
and scettered to the four winds, the Wyandots barely escaped extermina-
tion, and then only at a terrible cost., Just one step ahesd of their
relentless a}dveruriu, the wymdouv were grateful to the French for
pro:oction and for permitting them to reside near Detroit. French
appeals for assistance in thefr wars against the British were nncwéred
without question by the Wysndots, and soon they became known as
reliable Indian allfes.

Caught up {n the grim ;:rugglc between their white Apatrons and

their English adversaries, the H’yandqu becsme mere pawns to be used

_ by the French in the absence of the more expensive and {nconvenient

utilisation of Buropean troops. Warfare on the frontier fn the

eighteenth century was savage beyond description, and it engendered
hatreds vhich could not be easily forgotten. The withdrawl of France
from ictive participation in the Great Lakes regioh of Forth America,

brought with {t a sense of frustration and abandonment amng the

ifyahdots. Forsaken by their French patrons, the tribal leaders were

reluctant to commit themselves to an allfance with their former enemies,

thc'.lritish. Finally, periuded by the beneficence of their new
patrons, the Wyandots idapted to the new state of .hffaits, onl:y to have
tlic srrangement ripped from its moorings by the success of the Amefican
Revolution. By the 1780%s, distrustful of the white man and his
motives in currying t!;e favor of Indians, the Wyandots were not recep-
tive to the f{dez of an invasion §f the Ohio Vailey by an army of l#nd-
hungry American farmers,

The French Roman Catholic missionaries, no longer permitted to

preach among the Wyandots, had been their last contact with that portion
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of white civilfzation which promised them spiritual benefits. The
half-hearted efforts by successive waves of Moraﬂnﬁ, Quaker, and
lrub.y'::;iln wissionariaes tc spread Protestant chriuiani:y throughout
the tribe were plecemeal and uneffective, but they did awakcﬁ the

7 Indunl to the knowledgn that therc were also white Americans who vere
iutcrn:cd 4n more than pe:sonal gain.

Weak leaders in the person of Harmar and St, Clair were not ablc »
to compael the Indians to accep: the 1nev1:abh domination of Ohio by
vhttu, but Wayne ind Harrison were men of ano:hcr ltrtpe. ‘rhe dis.
aster of hllm Timbers was enocugh to convince Chief Crane that further
armed resistance to the urch_o! the Americans was frultless. Hc per-
ludod a ujotiﬁy of his fellow tribesmen ho: to oppose Harrison in |
1811 and the defeat of Tecumseh's army lc.ft the Wyandots in far better
shape than those tribes who had heeded the clarion call of the Shawnees
chief, Despite incursions into Wyandot land which had been guaranteed
to the tribe by the treaties of 1795 and 1805, once again a m_.jort.':y
of the Wyandots rematned loyal to the United States during the War of
1812, |

During the pericd of re&djus:ment in Ohio and Michigan after thc
wvar, the Vyandocs ceded land to the United States unwillingly, but
with the realization that they were powerless to halt thg.seemingly
frresistible surge of ghe whites., By this time a number of whites had
been adoéted into the tribe and had married Wy;ndots. Accepted at face
value, these individuals represented a groué of men who were more
familtar with the methods of the white man than the Indian hembers of
tﬁe tribe, and they tenpere& any possiblé violent resistance to further

white incursions.
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Perhaps the Methodist missionary efforts among the Wyandots were

 the most important catalyst which enabled the Indians to ¢ceepc white
donimﬁcc. Fed a constant diet of the wh"tte man's religion and culture,
the Wyandots could see that there were definite advantages in working
with the whites. A number of the Wyandots owed their education to the
vhite nintonirien,'end they adopted a posture of compromise while V

trying to gain as much advantage as possible for their fellow tribesmen,

| Tempered by the lﬁsplciom of their colleaguel who did not have the
benefit of an oducuion, they dehycd remval as long as pouiblc by

, tnul:inz on tnspcc:ion of their proposed reserve in the West, Throw-
ing caution uide, the tribe was able to ou:mncwer the whites who had
planned toruttlc the Indians on land far removed from lny‘ settled

' area, By choosing the strategic site of the Wyandot Relerve in Kansas,
the Indians could hoéc :h&é future deveiepnenc would give them one q

of the most valuable locations in the West,

Precedent aside, the Vynndots concluded a land purchase ag.teemen:
with the Delawares, and then waited for confirmation by the federal
government, The tribe toiled under the watchful eye of their subagents

_to buiid a home for themselves or; the. wildemess of the Wyandot Reserve

n bnus; The Methodists continued to supply preachers to the :ribe, _
and combined with non-sectarian schools, the instruction provided by
the minfsters paved the way for the Indians to adapt to their new
cnvtronment. | v

The conflicts between conservative and progressive elements
within the tribe were usually won by the progressives, but always
tribal identity was maintajined., Few Wyandots could argue that without '

assistance by the federal governmen:; their adjustment to life on the
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" frontier would have been more difficult, but the \mcertninty of their

status and the lnequtty of their treatment by fqderal officers rein-

forced & sense of ulf-rcltmcc. As long as :berc Qerc large funds

ot
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o
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|
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due the tribe from land sales in Ohio and regulat annuity hmd:, thcy
could use this money and thc promiu of even greater sums to foster
phnl for tribal be:cerment. The influx of hatd money mco the trtbc
was welcome as 1: was in any comunicy on the frontier, but {¢ soon
became spparent that a large portion of this money did not benefit
the tribe, White t;nden received a largc share of the annuity funds
and, with cuﬁ in thdr hands, mnny Wyandots squandercd their annui.:y
fundn on unnecuury comodt:tu. Many wyaqdou could not wichuand
the tcnptu:tons of uquox-, qnf!'tt made them more de'pendenc on their
vhiu supplurl. _ '

The slavery fssue pcmuted the tribe {n the miﬁldlc 184015 and,
until the Civil War, it rmined an open sore which the Wyandots weu
incapable of treating, Although few Wymdou were actuslly slave.
owners, the mere existence of the 1nsti:ution in the crlbe and the
shvc controveuy which became the prtmry luuc tn :hc United States .

in thc late 184075 and 1850ts became an albatross from which :hey

could not cscape. The He:hodis: Episcopal Church, the core of their

attachment to white sbciety, became the center of the Wyandot slavery

coptrovgriy. Eventually the harmony which the Methodist Episcopal
Church once represented was destroyed,

In desperation, the Wyandots were wilung t0 try a new method to
gain equality with their whi:e neighbots when they pushed for the
‘rreaty of 1855, which would gran!: citizenship to those Indians ‘deemed

fic, Howevet, rhetoric by tribal leaders did not take into considera-
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tion thtv reluctance of th'¢ whites to szcept Indians, nc; ‘matter how
well educated, as equals, Without eéulity, ciuzjc'nlhigh,o_nly brought
addi:ﬂtoml‘burdmn which could nb: be co}npenu:ad by tﬁ. realization
by :hc.lndhns that they were active pa‘rticipnntl in the civic life
ef the United S:nﬁcl. In addition, a large n@er of the tribe were
not preﬁlred to accept Ehc reﬁpomibility‘ of citizenship., Uneducated
and gullible, they fell easy prey to the avarice of the whites and to
the dishonest manipulation of funds set aside for ‘olrphans and incompae-
tents byﬂamaT of thve'ir own people. Regulations establisied by the
federal government, which were designed to effect a smooth transition
of the Indians to their new sutﬁs, and to protect those Wyandots who
could not protect thmcivql, w_efe not effective Becausi they were
sabatoged by the very individuals who could have made them work, '

The chaos which characterized Kan_sn' during its territorial period
vas not the ideal environment in which a weak and dependent p‘eoplc
could prosper, Neut:llity was not tiu answer, because both pro-slave
and free state factions du;ega:dedthc rights of the Wyandots and
ptlfﬁrcd their propefty with impuniiy. Beset bf a élvil war in Kansas

'tcr_rttoiy which uget'l“nll around them, they found the pressure too much
;o'bur; and {n 1857 many of t};e- conservative Wyando'cs fled to Indian
Territory under the leadership of Matthew ,Hudea:er,. where they be-
1teved their civilizatio'h.would have a better chance of survival,

No respite was gi;ren to the tribe because they were in ihe u-rrong
_ pitce st the wrong time. Confederate forces swept the southern Wyandots
north, and ;he Indians were forced to flee to their old reserve in
Kansas. Although they vere compehlled to remain in Kansas for the

duration of the Civil War, the promise of a home in Indian Territory

e T
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served as s bucon of hope tor the future,

Stesdfastly refusing to be ownyed by adversity, the Wyandots |

retained Chief cinm"s cpmitmnt of loyalty to the United States and,

co‘ a man, each Wyandot who u;ved {n the Civil War, fought for :h;

_ Union. 'whu- they were serving thetr’éoﬁntry. they wers laying the

_!oundauon for a posc -Civil War plea for justice und a raeserve, In

contrast to the fate suffered by those tribes who supported the Ccmfed-
lucy'. thq Wymdou wcr_c able to gain land after :he Civil War. Once
the Vyando:» Reserve in Indian Territory was secured from the Senecas,
it vas only s matter of time before this tnc: would become the

center of tribal life, The 3udua1 movement cf :he wyandof.s to Indian
Territery from Kansas did not uk. the r.oul commitment of all members
of the tribe as had the mass movement of the tribe to Kansas from Ohio.
Many of the Wyandots who came to Indian Tertitory vere hardened

frontiersmen who had lumed to survive in a hostile mviromnent. This

gcneutiot'l had become aware through long experience that they could not

écpend on the federal government for more than the bare necessities of
1ife. Any significant 1mpto§ement in their economic condition would

have to come from their own initiative, and thg tribal leaders eventu-

ally assumed the responsibility of assisting their less fortunate

éoilégues. A mjor.ity of the tribe seized every opportunity which
promised them s better 1ife and, as the years passed, they began to
become a part of ihe society of Indian ferritori. ' ‘

_ pividgd‘from 1857 to the early 1870's b} coﬂtroversy over which
course would be best for the r,ti'be,lthe Wyandot Council sufféred a
schism from which the tribe never fully teéoverec‘!. When all f;cgions

-

of the tribe agreed to a single council in order to win 'acceétance, and
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with it the meager nnltltanco provided by the fcdcral government, much

§ ‘of the prutiu enjoyed by the urly chiefs was dcuroycd. Recrimina-

eiom hurlcd at those vho uproun:od 4n opposing faction could not

v be easily forgotten, and although on the surface they presented o o : ,
unt:od front ¢to outsiders, there were still dtvizionl w}.thin the

tridbe,

o Perhaps perfect harmony should not be axpccted. Co-n:roveny.A
long a hallmrk of white :ocie:y m the United su:es, was one of the
nppoud vtt:uu which catrud over into Hynndo: tribal society, In-

‘ oquﬁ.:iu. first engendered by the institution of slavery, exist {n

portions of white lnd black Amcriu to :ho present, while in :he Wyan.

doe comuunity the problu of nhvcry cxiltcd for flftun years, and

ity

thm it faded into the past, only to be recalled by elderly Indians
who fondly mention the ancestors of George Wright, the Negro intcr-
preter who rcndcud valuable assistance to his fellow :ribemen whm

they were in dtrc need of assistance,

i

Today the Wyandots nintain & vay of ‘life similar to that of the

mjority of Amcri;nm. bu: thcy will ¢ never forget that their _ancestors

e

vere forced to surmount cons{derable obstncles in order to reach a S !

reasonable musurc of eqmuty with :heir white neighborl. To cone

¢lude that they have become fully assimilated into the mainstream of

Amerfcan life would be accurate, but always the Vyandots will hold a

SR RO ;

speclal place in the herftage of the United States,




