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Half a century as a
exacting and enlightened teac]
in the public schools of Karnsas is
the record of Miss Ella Mahaffie, |
1036 North 24 street, Kansas City,
Kansas, who died June 23, in
| Bethany -hospital,-after an illness
of six months,

As a girl in her teens, Miss Ma-
haffie began her teaching career
in a country school in Johnson
County, Kansas, about 1887. From
1889 to 1907 she taught the third
and later the seventh grade at
Central school in Olathe. In 1907
she entered the public school sys-
tem of Kansas City, Kansas,
teaching 4t the Riverview and
Whittier schools. From 1913 un-
til her retirement in 1939, she
was principal of Park school.

_ Continued Study

Throughout her long teaching
career, Miss Mahaffie continued
to study in the summer at Chicago
University, Columbia University, |'
Duke University and the Uni-|:
versities of Colorado and Kan-|
sas. She also studied a number
of summers at the Kansas City,
Kansas University.

She ftraveied widely in the
United States and Canada, and
spent the summers of 1911 and
1912 in Europe. In 1913 she was
appointed a member of the Kan-
ses—irale-Board-of Education. She
served as president of the Elemen-
tavy Principals Club and the Ad-
ministrative club of Kansas City,
Kansas, and chairman of the State
Department of the Elementary
Teachers club, In 1! 5

rary.
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Miss Mahaffie was the last sur-
viving child of the eight sons and
daughters of J. B. (Beatty) Ma-
haffie and Lucinda Henderson
Mahatfie who settled in 1857 in
Johnson County. In 1858 her par-
ents bought 160 acres of land a
mile northeast of the courthouse
square in Olathe on the Santa

incidents of the border warfare
which preceded the admission of
Kansas to the union as a state and
many incidents during the eivil
war were experienced by then.

The' first Mahatfie home was a
frame house hauled to the farm|
from Olathe by four yoke of
oxen, Miss Mahaffie's father
bought the 160 acre farm from the
estate of a soldier of the war of
1812 for $400, and $1.25 per acre
paid to the United States Govern-
ment. I

The first night the Mahaffie
family spent in their first home,
they took in five dollars from
travelers who paid well for the
| privilege of sleeping on the floor.
Many covered wagon made camp
at night along the draw on the
Mahatfie place. ;

Home A Stagecoach. Stop

In 1865 Miss Mahaffie’s father
built a story and a half stone
house in which she was born 88
years ago on August 9, 1869. The
first stagecoach station on the
Santa Fe Trail after leaving
Westport, Missouri, ‘today this

story stone and frame house, is
still standing on the morth side
of the old Kansas City road.
During Olathe's centennial last
September sixth Miss Mahaffie,
a small, prétty white-haired wo-

Fe Trail and settled there. Many |
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same house, enlarged fo a two|
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