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OPPOSING THE SYSTEM.

The Board of Education Divided as to the
Smead Heating and Ventilating
System

A Warm, Lively and Lengthy Debate
Grows Out of An Effort to Intro-
duce this method into the
School Buildings.

The board of education met last night with eight members, Squires, Mead,
Towner, Gadd, Wright, Tolfree, Franklin and Brown, present.

The superintendent reported that thee are about 400 colored pupils in the Third
ward, 163 in the Fourth ward, and about 140 in the Second ward. With reference to
Washington Avenue, he stated that there are two pupils north of Washington Avenue to
one south of it.

A communication from Attorney General Kellogg was read, in which he stated
that it was proper for the city attorney to act as the legal adviser of the board; also a
communication of the same tenor from State Superintendent Winans.

Hutchings & Keplinger reported at length on the liability of the board of educa-
tion for special taxes for street improvements assessed against the school property of the
city. They held that the question is in some doubt, but in their opinion the board was not
liable for the special taxes assessed against the school property. The report was referred
to the finance committee, and the committee was instructed to resist all attempts to col-
lect taxes by the county.

Mrs. J. L. Burton asked permission to occupy a room in the Central building for
the purpose of holding a private school for the period of one month. Referred to the
committee on buildings and grounds with power to act.

Petition of C. H. Chapin for use of room in Barnett Avenue building for Sunday
school purposes was granted.

The president reported that a good two-room building would be sufficiently large
to accommodate the school population of Greystone Heights. He stated that the atten-
dance during the past year had not exceeded 60 pupils. The committee appointed to in-
vestigate on the Greystone School was given another week’s time.

E. W. Towner reported that at a public meeting held at the Douglas School Satur-
day night the people expressed themselves in favor of the present site.

Further action on the Washington Avenue school was deferred until after the con-
tract for the grading of the avenue was let by the city council.

The clerk was instructed to advertise for bids for the construction of the Wash-
ington Avenue school.
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It was decided to use the same brick or equally as good as sample in office for
face brick in the Washington Avenue school.

The clerk was instructed to advertise for bids for the construction of the addition
to the Eighth street school.

It was decided to call the new building on Washington Avenue the Douglass
School.

Towner moved that the plans for the stack and other features suitable for the
Smead system of heating and ventilating be omitted from the plans for the Douglass
School. He submitted an article from the Cleveland Leader, in which the Smead system
was represented to be a pernicious and unhealthy method of heating and ventilating. A
communication from the clerk of the board of education of Cleveland recommending the
system was also read. The Leader article contained the report of medical experts and of
state officials of Michigan. The gist of the article was that during cold weather when the
atmospheric conditions were favorable, the Smead system worked satisfactorily, but that
during the warm weather, when little or no fire was needed, that the dry closet system left
foul and fetid odors in the school rooms, and that the germs of typhoid and other fevers
were disseminated through the buildings.

Towner’s motion to reconsider the vote by which it was decided to incorporate in
the plans for the Douglass School building the features necessary for the introduction of
the Smead system re-opened the matter of heating and ventilating, which has been a bone
of contention in the board since the committee was appointed to go east for the purpose
of investigating the system. At a meeting a couple of months ago a vote to adopt the
Smead system was rejected by the board. At a subsequent meeting a motion to construct
the Douglass building with a view to putting in the Smead system was adopted. During
last night’s debate Mr. Gadd held that the action of the board instructing the architect to
incorporate the Smead features into the building was void, as the vote to reject the Smead
system was not reconsidered. He maintained that the flues and stacks and peculiar ar-
rangement of the floors were an essential part of the Smead system and could not be in-
troduced without first reconsidering the vote to reject the system.

The debate at times grew quite warm. Mr. Mead characterized the movement to
incorporate the Smead plans into the construction of the building a very ingenious way of
working the system of ventilating and heating into the school buildings after it had been
rejected. He said that nine-tenths of the public do not endorse the course of the board in
this matter.

Mr. Towner opposed the scheme to foist the Smead system upon the city very vigorously.
He denounced the system as worthless and expensive.

Mr. Wright claimed that it was not the intention to put in the Smead system at the
present time, but to so arrange the building that it could be put in afterward.

Mr. Hackney, the Missouri side architect, participated in the debate, apparently on
the same footing as the members of the board.
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Towner’s motion was carried by a vote of 4 to 3. The chair then decided that it
required a two-thirds vote to reconsider a previous action, thus leaving the matter as it
stood before the debate.

At this point Mr. Towner objected strongly to the conduct of Architect Hackney,
whom he had observed prompt, a member to move to adjourn. He said the board didn’t
want any Missouri methods introduced into the proceedings of the board.

Mr. Squires complained that the clerk of the board had usurped some of the duties
and prerogatives of the committee on buildings and grounds. It was decided to take no
action until the clerk, who had gone home sick, could be present and state his side of the
case.

Adjourned till Monday night.



Vol. 3, No. 72, THE K. C. GAZETTE—WEDNESDAY 6/ 5/1889

THE COURSE FINISHED.

The Third Annual Commencement of the
Kansas City, Kansas, High School.

The third annual commencement of the High School of this city will be held at the
Tabernacle to-morrow, Thursday, evening. The graduating class numbers twenty-nine.
This is the largest class ever graduated in this city. The class motto is “Not Finished but
Begun.” Following is the program, which will be enacted:

Music.
Invocation.

Address Dow McLain
Piano Duet Moskowski, op. 12-5
Misses Lillie Mills and Maud Shafer.
Essay—Bright Anticipations Ida L. Boucher
Essay—Practical Education May L. Picken
Oration—Love of Approbation Geo. E. Yeager

Song—Oh, Italia, Italia, Beloved
From Lucretia Borgia—Donizette

The Shubert Octette
Sopranos (Miss Lillian Kresier
(Miss Georgia Smith
Altos (Miss Kate Hering
(Miss Mamie Kline
Tenors (Charles Morley
(Edward F. Kreiser
Bassos (Frank Cole
(E. W. Smith
Essay—Gateway of Happiness M. Grace Tomlinson
Essay—Character Maud A. Shafer
Oration—College Howard M. Cornell
Violin Solo Selected
R. G. Brown.
Essay—Oklahoma Beulah Bowling
Oration—Emulation Will W. Overton
Song—For You Dearest Heart Root
Mill Lillian Kreiser.
Essay—Choice of a Profession Junie B. Holmes
Essay—Into Other Fields Minnie O. Brannan
Presentation of Diplomas— By J. M. Squires

President of the Board of Education.



